
Laurie Coombs was called to love and forgive her enemy––a call that led to years of 

correspondence with the man who murdered her father. As letters passed between the two, Laurie 

was not only given grace to heal and extend forgiveness, but she was able to see God use her 

father’s death for good. She was able to find purpose in her pain and was able to witness God
   transform the man who murdered her father to the extent that he is now a committed follower of 

Christ––living to the glory of God in prison––shining the light of Christ as he shares their story of hope 

and redemption with fellow inmates. 

Laurie truly has witnessed Jesus do the impossible in her life time and again. She has seen Him do what 

the Word of God says He does and is absolutely convinced that it is His desire to do the same in each 

of our lives. 

Laurie is an adoring wife and mother who remains committed to her family’s needs

 before any others. She is a passionate author and speaker on forgiveness, redemption, and the hope 

found in Jesus. Her story has been featured in various programs, including 

Billy Graham’s film, Heaven, part of the “My Hope with Billy Graham” national broadcast. She is the 

author of Letters from My Father’s Murderer: A Journey of Forgiveness (Kregel, 2015) and is a 

contributor to the NIV Bible for Women: Fresh Insights for Thriving in Today’s World (Zondervan, 2015). 

She writes at LaurieCoombs.org and is a featured writer for

 iBelieve.com and Crosswalk.com. 

Laurie and her husband, Travis, make their home in Nevada along with their two 

daughters, Ella and Avery. Together, she and her family are adopting from Ethiopia.

To learn more, please visit LaurieCoombs.org.

about laurie:

 “I truly have witnessed God do the impossible. I have seen Him 
redeem a situation that seemed without hope or purpose. He 
has brought good out of evil, love out of hate, and peace out 
of despair. God has truly worked all things for good in my life. 
And I believe, with all my heart, that He will do that for every 
one of us, if we let Him.” - Laurie

https://myhopewithbillygraham.org
http://lauriecoombs.org
http://www.crosswalk.com
http://www.ibelieve.com


ALL THINGS FOR GOOD
I never thought it was possible to see any good 

come out of my past, let alone to see good 

emerge out of my dad’s murder. Now, that’s not 

to say I had abandoned all my hopes and dreams, 

but I had mistakenly thought any good in my future 

would result in spite of my past not as a result of 

it. But I had obviously grossly underestimated the 

redeeming power of God.

WHEN WE SAY YES 
What happens when we chose to follow Jesus? I 

mean really follow Him. What happens when we 

chose to seek God in and through all things in our 

lives, committed to God’s will above our own? A 

life well lived begins the moment we commit our-

selves to God––to saying, “Yes, Lord, I will follow 

you. Yes, Lord, I will obey your commands.” For it 

is when we lay down our fear, our pride, and our 

resistance that we are able to experience life as 

God intended––the life Jesus died for us to have. It 

is then that we will experience the power of God 

like we never imaged possible.

THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS 
Forgiveness has the power to transform lives. We 

are told to forgive one another as Christ forgave us, 

but forgiveness is not a mere suggestion––it’s one of 

God’s commands. And rightfully so. Forgiveness is 

not a burden but a blessing. God knows the power 

forgiveness has in our lives, and He knows we can-

not thrive while bitterness continues to reside in our 

hearts.

WHILE WE WAIT 
Waiting seems like such a waste of time, but it’s 

not. It is time well spent and an opportunity for us 

to actively and prayerfully wait on God, who faith-

fully carves out our path as He purposes to work all 

things according to His good will, for our good and 

His glory. 

HOPE HAS A NAME - JESUS!
Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. He came to give us 

life to the full. He came to bind up the 

brokenhearted. To proclaim freedom to the cap-

tives. To release prisoners from their darkness. To 

comfort all who mourn. To bestow a crown of 

beauty instead of ashes, joy instead of mourning, 

praise instead of despair. Hope most certainly has a 

name, and that name is Jesus.

speaking topics: what others are saying:
“Laurie’s story is a living example of grace, mercy, and 
authenticity. Her journey of brokenness in a pit of despair 
to living a life of wholeness has Laurie reaching out to bring 
others out of darkness today. The first proof can be seen in 
her forgiveness of the murder of her dear dad. The next step 
is hearing her tell her story and discoveries while walking by 
Jesus Christ’s side. Laurie is a gifted speaker with a powerful 
message.”

Carolyn Knefely

Co-director of Christian Communicators and Founder of 

TeaCup Living

North Carolina

“God gave Laurie a story to tell because He knew she 
wouldn’t let Him down. Laurie’s genuine spirit shines through 
when she speaks of how a simple act of forgiveness 
changed her life. Her passion to tell the world is evident as 
she delivers a painful, yet triumphant message. I can’t help 
but think that God is pleased!”

Lori Kempton, 

Author and Speaker 

Cincinnati, Ohio

“It was obvious from the ‘get go’ that
[Laurie] clearly listens to God’s voice in her life and then 
takes action. Through her 
testimony, I have been deeply convicted in the area of 
‘forgiveness….’”

Judy Vader

Speaker and Women’s Ministry Leader

Upper Peninsula of Michigan

“Laurie truly is a living, breathing example that ‘God does 
work all things together for good’ to those who truly love Him 
and surrender their lives, their hurts, and their circumstances 
to Him…. She is a true example of a woman who chose, not 
only to hear the Word of God, but to DO what is says.”

Kristie Calder

TRANS4MATION Ministries

Founder, Speaker, Certified Professional Life Coach 
Nevada

Laurie would be honored to have the  opportunity to share 

her message with your organization. She is available for  

conferences, retreats, banquets,  seminars, or just about any  

other event you may have. 

She travels from  Northern Nevada. 

For more information, please contact:

Laurie Coombs

www.LaurieCoombs.org

laurie@lauriecoombs.org


